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Read all about it... It can be awkward when a patient asks you about a report in their
favourite tabloid detailing an amazing research breakthrough or a ‘cutting-edge’ new
treatment / test and you don’t know what they are talking about! So this section fills
you in on the facts.
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This story, similarly, centres around a drug resistant disease. As you might expect,
which began its life employed elsewhere, trials thus far have centred on treating
but whose use has been investigated men who have been identified to have
in the field of prostate cancer in recent a cell repair mutation (BRCA, PALB2,
s

years. In the past few years there have DDR or some other similar defect). These
been numerous publications detailing treatments are therefore not suitable for
the potential role of poly-ADP ribose just any patient and the results are not
polymerase (PARP) inhibitors in prostate entirely predictable. Overall / composite
cancer. PARP is an enzyme heavily response rates in trials are around 50%
involved in DNA repair and genomic and adverse reactions are not uncommon
stability and therefore plays a key role in with over one third of patients developing
perpetuating and maintaining cell growth anaemia. Treatment related deaths have
in cancer. occurred in some trials.

PARP inhibitors have an established On balance, this seems a reasonable
role in BRCA cancers already as the BRCA treatment protocol to offer for the Jordan Durrant,
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and knocking out PARP is effectively a castrate resistant disease, provided that Hospital.
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reports on a trial of olaparib (a PARP aware of possible adverse effects and the
inhibitor) and its effect in castrate possibility of no appreciable response.
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